
 
              
 
Date:  July 12, 2006     System Memo: # 301 
   To:  All EMS Providers:            Please post for EMS personnel 
From:  John M. Ortinau, M.D., FACEP 
  EMS Medical Director 

  RE:  Use of the AutoPulse 
               
 
 
As many of you are aware, 2 articles were recently published in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association (JAMA) about the AutoPulse CPR device. One article found worse neurologic outcomes 
when patients were resuscitated with the AutoPulse. Interestingly, the other article showed improved 
survival and discharge from the hospital when the AutoPulse was used. An editorial in the JAMA 
addressed this discrepancy between the two results. A PDF copy of the articles and editorials is attached 
to this e-mail if you would like to review them in detail. 
 
Several agencies in the Northwest EMSS have been testing the AutoPulse™ and it is my understanding 
that some departments are budgeting for purchase of one or more units.  The AutoPulse is not officially 
on our drug and supply list.  Our System's use of the AutoPulse has been on a trial basis, and in light of 
the recent publications, it seems prudent to await further investigation of the safety and efficacy of this 
device before we officially adopt it as an optional piece of equipment for our use. 
 
At this time, we will not approve any additional field trials using the AutoPulse device. Any agency that 
already has a unit and wishes to keep using it may do so under an evaluation protocol. An evaluation 
form must be completed every time the device is used so we can track performance and outcomes. 
 
Please do not purchase a device at this time, because in the event further negative data is presented, we 
will most likely stop our evaluation of the device and I suspect the FDA with withdraw it from routine use. 
Due to the cost, it would make sense NOT to purchase an AutoPulse until this has been resolved. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Connie Mattera, Diana Neubecker or me. 
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