
Northwest Community EMS System 
Chiefs/Administrator’s Meeting 

MINUTES – November 17, 2017 
 

Topic Discussion/conclusions 

Call to order Meeting called to order at 8:30 AM by Dr. Matthew Jordan. September’s minutes and agenda were approved as submitted.  
Pat Fortunato was introduced as the new Chief of Hoffman Estates as of 11/21/17. 

Advisory Board 

Michael Sharp 

A system report on the Paramedic education program as presented to CoA was provided. Paul Berlin and Gregory Chapman, the CoA 
reviewers attended the Advisory Board meeting to seek feedback from Board members.  The written survey results showed no 
findings/recommendations.  Final accreditation for us should occur in late Spring, 2018. Terry Valentino, Rolling Meadows, praised 
Connie for an outstanding outcome. 

Provider Based 
Performance 
Improvement (PBPI) 
Committee  

Jason Brizzell 

• The Fentanyl screen showed some dosing opportunities. See written report.  
• EMS is giving naloxone to fewer patients, but law enforcement is giving more. Will watch this trend as new SOPs are drafted. 
• Cardiac arrest – See written report.  There are still opportunities for System members to better align with SOPs:  uninterrupted 

compressions, apneic oxygenation for first 6 minutes; administration of adequate amounts of epinephrine, amiodarone, 
hemodynamic support with norepinephrine after ROSC. Cardiac arrest management will be a prime focus for the System in 2018. 
This information has been rolled into the CE classes with data specific to each agency. 

• The committee began discussions regarding its charter and plan updates. Nominations open for committee officers and liaisons. 
Votes to occur at the January meeting. 

• 2018 topics to study will be finalized  

 CARS Committee 

Jim Klein 

• Printing updates: Continue to refine print versions to avoid confusion and yet print accurate information 
• Lists and validation rules continue revisions. 
• System is launching a FaceBook page and Twitter feed. Jim Denna working on SOP phone app. 
• Continue to work with Patrick Sennett at Good Sam to update Image Trend list contents, validation rules, and privileges for access. 

Education Committee 
Joe Tobiasz  

• The current EMT-B class began with 62 students and now has 38.  This is normal attrition for an open enrollment program.  All 
students are being taught to national standards and scopes of practice. Will graduate in December and take NREMT exam. 

• Paramedic class: See written report.  Students doing well so far!  Memo announcing preceptor classes and paperwork will be sent 
by end of November.  Contracts with agencies will be forwarded in January. 

• Illinois is seeking EMS MD input into possibly expanding EMS scopes of practice again.  The draft EMS Rules amending scopes, 
titles, and education requirements passed the Gov. Council without any recommended revisions. They are now at the Joint 
Committee on Administrative Rules (JCAR) for pre-approval.  Once approved, they will be filed for first reading.  System will use 
Peer Educators to help ensure that all practitioners are updated to final approved scopes.  

• Nov CE:  MANDATORY -Team Cardiac Arrest – makeup classes in December have been posted.  

R & D Committee 
Dr. Matt Jordan 

• King Vision video laryngoscopy trial: Four departments are now using the device as part of the trial. The success rates are 
impressive. Dr. Jordan would like to make it mandatory for the entire System, but wants the chiefs’ input into timing due to budget 
and training considerations. Motion:  Make King Vision videolaryngoscopy using channeled blades mandatory for front-line ALS 
ambulances by Sept 1, 2018. Approved unanimously. Connie has forwarded the System pricing quote for the handle (camera) and 
channeled blades previously and will send out again. Please get on Dr. Jordan’s calendar based on when purchases are anticipated 
as he and Drew Hansen will conduct all initial education classes and they need to plan appropriately to get all agencies oriented.  

• Lucas device trial: This trial is also going well. Three piston driven CPR devices have been approved as optional. See updated 
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Drug and Supply List for devices and vendors and their contact information. 

• Reminder: Real-time CPR feedback required by June 1, 2018 

System News 
 

• Reminder: Links to the CoA Employer Graduate Surveys have been sent to all agencies that hosted students in the last paramedic 
class.  Please complete and submit as we are evaluated on our return rate. 

• Save the date: EMS HOLIDAY BREAKFAST: Thursday, December 14th 8:30 am at Chandler’s restaurant in Schaumburg  
• The updated System Directory and DICO lists have been posted to the website. 
• Announcements:  Chief Terry Valentino graciously donated a Life Pak for use in Paramedic education 

Dr. Matt Jordan recently passed the Board Certification exam in EMS. Congratulations! 

National News 
Connie Mattera 

• “DEA Bill" Passed by Congress; Sent for President’s Signature (11/10/17) The House of Representatives has passed by unanimous 
consent the Senate amendments to the Protecting Patient Access to Emergency Medicines Act (H.R. 304). Legislation clarifies that 
medications governed by the Controlled Substances Act may be administered by EMS practitioners under a standing order issued 
by the EMS agency's physician MD. H.R. 304 amends the Controlled Substances Act to ensure that paramedics and other EMS 
professionals are able to continue to administer controlled substances, such as narcotics for pain and anti-seizure medications, 
pursuant to standing or verbal orders when authorized by State law. Further, the bill specifies that EMS agencies are permitted to 
have one DEA registration, rather than having separate registrations for each EMS location, so long as certain requirements relating 
to the transportation and storage of controlled substances are met. The bill was presented to the President for signature on Nov. 7, 
2017. THIS IS GREAT NEWS! 

• NEMSSC Offers Guide for EMS Agency Safety (10/25/17) The National EMS Safety Council (NEMSSC), recently compiled several 
recommendations to encourage EMS safety practices at the agency level. The new primer, “Guide for Developing an EMS Agency 
Safety Program,” is intended to serve as a roadmap for EMS agencies to develop and implement a comprehensive safety program. 
Recognizing that EMS agencies have differing levels of resources available for safety programs, the guide contains sample policies 
EMS agencies can adopt or readily customize to their particular agency type, size and needs. Topics addressed include: roles and 
responsibilities of the safety officer; facility safety and security; vehicle operator safety; scene safety; infection control, personal 
health and safety, and patient safety.  

• NASEMSO will collaborate with the American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) and the National Association of EMS 
Physicians (NAEMSP) to improve emergency medical care in the U.S. by developing an evidence-based guideline for naloxone use 
by EMS personnel. A Technical Panel, comprised of experts in evidence based guideline development, EMS medical directors, 
addiction medicine, toxicology, and pain management will be recruited to develop the guideline under a contract recently awarded to 
NASEMSO by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Researchers will review available evidence to publish 
recommendations on the administration of opioid antagonists that are not addressed in existing reports. The guideline and 
supporting educational materials are anticipated in 2018. 

Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 9:43 AM. The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 19th at 8:30 AM in rooms LC 1 & 2. 
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