
 

 

Northwest Association of Provider EMS Coordinators 
MINUTES 

February 27, 2014 

Topic Discussion/Conclusions 
Call to Order 
Previous Minutes 
Review of Agenda 

Call to order at 09:07 by Pete Dyer 
Minutes approved (motion Johnson, second Bednarek) 

Introductions Brian Raymond, Hoffman Estates F.D., was introduced to the group.as their new PEMSC 

Treasurer’s Report Ed McGarry reported a balance of $7275.15 

Meeting 
Topics 

CARS Committee 
Rick Nosek Provided the report. 
 
 MPR electronic release form will be ready shortly. 
 NEMSIS 3 is coming soon. In terms of implementation, the new requirements will be streamlined in a manner similar to 

what was done for our current template. 
 A bridge interface from Imagetrend to MUSE will likely occur at some point; this may lead to removal of the requirement 

for a paper report to be left at receiving facilities. 
 Submission of PCR data to IDPH is proceeding well.  Most agencies have begun submitting data to the state.  Agencies 

are requested to notify Rick Nosek when they have submitted all PCRs dating back to January 1, 2012. 
 Many agencies reported that PCRs achieving 100 percent validity scores when they were created were having logical 

errors flagged during the IDPH submission process.  The flagged reports typically required clerical type corrections. 
 The ramifications of modifying PCRs was briefly discussed.  Dr. Ortinau’s opinion is that any medically related changes 

should be performed by the record originator, or a provider at least at the same level as the originator. 
 Website hosting service, American Eagle, reported to Nosek that the system has a considerable bank of tech support 

hours (~37) that could be used for upgrades to the website. 
 Connie Mattera informed the group that the Penage PCR records are archived on storage media located at the 

NWCEMSS administrative office. 
 
Research and Development 

 Work on improving accuracy of field measurement of blood glucose levels is continuing.  May require changing 
manufacturers and/or use of calibrating solutions (as is currently done in hospital EDs). 

 Pediatric transport will be a topic addressed by the committee in the near term. 
 
Advisory Board 

 January elections complete.  A tie for the Paramedic Alternate position was resolved because an existing member 
became the PBPI representative. 

 
Education 
Did not meet in February.  Mattera reported: 

 Pass rates on the electronically administered paramedic licensing exam are improving (becoming statistically 
meaningful) as more candidates challenge the exam.  

 State committee analysis of results on individual questions has led to a number of exams being rescored. 
 Only ten states administer a state vs. a national licensing exam.  Fire chiefs are supporting a move to national testing. 
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PBPI 
Luke Walker (Wood Dale FD) is the new representative to the PEMSC committee; he reports: 

 The system currently has an average system-wide enroute time of 1:28. 
 Refusal screening is nearing completion. 
 Glucometer screening and analysis is currently underway. 

Emergency 
Preparedness 

No Update 

System and State 
Updates 

 Paramedic filed internship is scheduled to begin on 3/2/2013. 
 Expertise of provider members has been used for specific training topics like hazmat, MCI/MPI, tracheostomies. 
 Signed preceptor application paperwork is mandatory for all preceptors 
 Preceptor orientation presentation Powerpoint slides and preceptor application forms are available at 

www.nwcemss.org. 
 Phase I of internship should be completed by 4/15/14 in order to remain on track for timely program completion. 

o Only ALS runs will be reviewed. 
o Runs must be submitted to hospital coordinator one week before the scheduled phase meeting date/time. 

 Runs must be complete and signed. 
 Should prepare to submit 15 cases (three for each category) 

 Phase meetings should be scheduled 3-4 weeks in advance 
 Phase II: should prepare to submit 30 signed and completed cases one week before scheduled meeting. 
 6/13 Final exam 
 6/18 Graduation (tentative) 
 Pretest for incoming class – anybody who fails will not be admitted to the class 

o Selection of students will take place during the 2nd week of June. 
 Adenosine shortage procedure memo has been issued 
 Laryngoscope disinfection quality will require changes in equipment and/or procedures that are used with respect to 

this equipment. 
 DNR form will be changing again in the near future. 
 The system is continuing work on concealed carry policies and procedures.  Subcommittee meeting with police and 

fire chiefs revealed a considerable variety of opinions on proper procedure.  A meeting with hospital representatives 
will place soon. 

 12-lead transmission will be required in the near term in order for hospitals to meet quality standards for patient care, 
and receive reimbursement; a solution (or set of solutions) must be developed soon as part of our activities. 

 
Correspondence  None 
Old Business  None 
New Business  Drew Smith (Prospect Hts.) advanced the idea that a command discussion for the purpose of training for the various MPI/MCI 

roles is necessary as our procedures are implemented more fully. 
Next Meeting 
Adjournment 
 

 Next meeting – March 27, 2014 09:00 
 Adjourned at 11:15 AM.  Motion by Finlay, second by Nosek 


